City of West Point Council Meeting Minutes
June 10,2024
7:00 p.m.

A regularly scheduled meeting of the West Point City Council was held on Monday,

June 10th, 2024, at the West Point Independent School building, 203 N. 13th Street,
West Point, Kentucky.

Call to Order:
Mayor Ciresi called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Pledge of Allegiance:
Mayor Ciresi led those in attendance in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Praver:
Annette Baker led in prayer.

Roll Call:
Presiding Officer:  Richard Ciresi, Mayor
Council Members: Amy Bickel
Annette Baker
Kevin Duke
Hanna Duvall
Chris McVey
Jo Sabol
Recording Clerk: Ashley Gates

Approval of May 13, 2024, meeting minutes:
Amy Bickel made a motion to approve the May 13, 2024, meeting minutes. Seconded by

Annette Baker; Carried unanimously.

Approval of financial report for the period ending May 31, 2024:
Annette Baker motioned to accept the financial report as presented for the period ending May 31,
2024. Hanna Duvall seconded the motion; Passed unanimously.

First reading of Ordinance 2024-02 Annual Budget FYE 2025
Amy Bickel read the first reading of Ordinance No. 2024-02. A second reading will be

held on the 8th day of July at the next regularly scheduled council meeting.

Water tower lease buyout:
The mayor presented a letter of intent for a buyout of the water tower leases for $800,000.

The city would retain ownership of the tower while granting TowerCo the right to lease it.

Annette Baker made a motion to execute the letter of intent and Amy Bickel seconded it.



Mayor Ciresi asked for a roll call vote.

Annette Baker Yes
Amy Bickel Yes
Kevin Duke No
Hanna Duvall Yes
Chris McVey No
Jo Sabol No

In atied 3 to 3 vote, Mayor Ciresi cast a deciding Yes vote to carry the motion.

Resolution 2024-04 Placing the cannabis question on the November ballot:

Annette Baker made the motion to accept Resolution 2024-04 and Jo Sabol seconded the
motion. Amy Bickel read Resolution 2024-04, which would place the cannabis question on
the November 2024 ballot. The motion to submit the question of allowing cannabis
businesses within the city of West Point to the voters at the next regular election. The vote
through a roll call was unanimously approved.

Mayor’s Report:
Road Paving is complete. The final tally was $123,662 (base contract $117,990 + $5,672.74
extras) Between the road fund and the balance of the ARPA money the base contract is covered
in the budget. We will apply the June monthly road money from the state which will leave
approximately $4,000 to be drawn from the General fund as approved last month. Additionally,
the contractor provided 80 tons of clean millings for the 4th street loop in the park, eliminating
low spots and cleaning up the area.

Met with the HCSO regarding our issues with patrol. They have agreed to furnish a monthly time
sheet showing the hours the sheriffs are in town. Additionally, we will be changing the hours of
patrol to more evening and late-night hours and reducing daytime patrols. We have also
transferred another group of the remaining evidence to HCSO, leaving about 35% of the total.
They have also cleared the last vehicle in the impound lot for disposal.

The bank stabilization grant continues to move forward. Their proposals will soon be ready to
share at the required public meetings. They will be drilling test wells in the park in the next few
weeks to determine distance to bedrock.

We have worked out what I believe to be the best, most suitable location for the proposed new
cell tower. Public hearings for the cell tower and the zoning change to accommodate it will be
held June 17, 2024, at the school.

We are in negotiation with a national retailer for the development of a commercial site on our 58
Acres adjacent to the apartments. The sale of this first lot will provide funds to further develop the
remaining acres, making them more valuable and saleable.

We have met with another company that has shown interest in developing the a few acres of
our 58-acre site for affordable housing. A proposal will be presented sometime in August or



September for next year’s funding for these projects.

We have a “Yellow Ribbon” campaign going in town in support of Staff Seargent Grayson
Jones and his fellow soldiers that are currently deployed. Baskets for donations of specific
goods requested will be placed in several locations around town. The goal is to send one “care
package” every two weeks.

The Lewis & Clark interpretive and education center continues to gain momentum. We have
suspended weekly meetings for the summer to accommodate the interns that are working on the

project for the National Parks Service.

The Salt River boat ramp is back under construction, but no firm completion date is available
due to the river fluctuations. Also, the development of the Salt River RV Park may soon be a
reality and HCW No.1 approved the funds to repair the lift station and the force main across
Bee’s Branch.

The Corps of Engineers has agreed to inspect the bridge over Bee’s branch to determine if
further work or material is needed to secure the bridge.

The City has taken possession of a new lawn mower from Bluegrass lawn and garden. Itisa
new, but last year’s model, Bradley 61 stand up mower with a total price of just $6,800. This
compares to a similar model Skaggs mower that would be in the $12,000 price range.

In the past month I have attended the following events on behalf of the City
Hardin Co. Fiscal court, twice.

Community Partnership Dinner at Fort

Knox Lincoln Trail ADD board meeting.

First Friday at Vine Grove.

Committee Report:
Fort Duffield: A few trees were down along the path leading to the cemetery following a storm.

Planning and Zoning: Bill Hartley reported that the meeting scheduled for last week was
cancelled. However, they will reconvene on June 17" at 6pm to discuss the subdivision of
Vernon Curl’s lot. Following that, at 7pm on the same day, they will address a zoning change
for Verizon on the city’s property.

Board of Adjustments: Cindy Young announced the cancellation of their meeting last week due
to the absence of new business. Additionally, they shared those three members successfully

completed their training.

Fire Department: Chris McVey shared that the fire department is organizing some splash days.
Chris was pleased that the community was able to raise $12,000 for the Crusade for Children in
just a week and a half, the third highest in the county, and he wanted to express gratitude to the
residents of West Point.

Museum: No report.



Council Concerns:

Annette Baker mentioned that a resident suggested having a pizza/movie night at the school.
Annette also inquired about the availability of a representative to the board of ethics.

Amy Bickel announced that the third Fridays in the park will begin on June 21%, with an exciting
evening scheduled in June, July, and August.

Chris McVey inquired about the status of scheduling someone to inspect the air brakes on

the two fire trucks. He also asked about the city’s progress regarding the sale of the police
cruiser. The mayor responded that Big Josh would be coming to pick it up this week.

Citizen Concerns:

Chuck McCreary asked about the tree debris in the old trailer park, and the mayor
mentioned that the plan was to rent a chipper. Once the area is cleaned up the next step is to
establish a limb disposal site at the pole barn.

A resident of West Point inquired about ways to contribute to revitalizing the town. Despite
being a very small business owner, she is eager to support her community. In response, the
mayor suggested that the city could greatly benefit from assistance in organizing events like the
pizza/movie night at the gym.

Fred Staley expressed frustration about the monument & POW flag not being displayed in
Veterans Park. The mayor apologized and said that he would like to have it displayed by June
21%,

Bill Hartley reported that the Hardin County Clerk, Brian Smith, mentioned that West Point
may have set a record with 3% of registered voters running for council.

Fred Staley advised everyone to check their vehicle taxes to ensure that the revenue is going to
their city and not another city.

Charles Zoeller is thankful for the repaving of city roads but now has a two-inch step-off. The
mayor mentioned the big pile of gravel at the pole barn and told him that he is welcome to come
and get some.

Lena McVey shared that the fire department auxiliary has officially obtained 501(c)(3)

status. Kona Ice was able to donate $110 after meeting their requirement to generate at least
$200 before donating. The street dance had a goal of $1500 last year, did not set a goal this
year, yet still managed to raise $1900. Lena thanked everyone for making the dance such a
success.

Roszelle Moore requested that the council consider amending the ordinance regarding roosters
due to an abundance of roosters in West Point.

Adjournment:
Annette Baker moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:53 pm. It was seconded by Chris McVey and

-

carried unanimously. /

Richard A. Ciresi, Mayor

Ashley Gates, City Ulerk



